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Eighth Sunday After Trinity 

 
August 2, 2020 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

The Congregation prepares their hearts for worship. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 



Exhortation LSB 167 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 



Entrance Hymn: 745 In God, My Faithful God sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
The Congregation faces the Processional Cross for the Entrance Hymn. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

 
This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as 
are right, that we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, 
may be enabled by You to live according to Your will; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 23. 
  
 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 
visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say 
continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well 
with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, 
‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 



18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
21“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 
24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? 
declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I 
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 
saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall there be lies in 
the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit 
of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by 
their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my  
 
 
 
 



name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let 
him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 
common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, 
declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Gradual 

 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me,* 
 a strong fortress to  | save me! 
In you, O LORD, do I take  | refuge;* 
 let me never be  | put to shame. 

 
Second Reading Acts 20:27–38 

A The Epistle is from Acts, chapter 20. 
  
 27[Paul said:] “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of 
God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 
30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, 
to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering 
that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone 
with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word of his 



grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 
apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my 
necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown 
you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 
 36And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with 
them all. 37And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced 
Paul and kissed him, 38being sorrowful most of all because of the word he 
had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they 
accompanied him to the ship. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Gospel Matthew 7:15–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by 
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: 653 In Christ There Is No East or West 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002346 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Statement 
Ascension Lutheran Church joins together in the confession and glad 
confidence that our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine 
but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 
and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord 
invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. Because 
those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 



faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in 
doubt or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation, 
are asked first to speak with the pastor. In the mean time, please feel 
welcome to come forward and receive a special blessing. 
 

Preface LSB 177 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 
 



Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, 
took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake 
He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 



 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Pax Domini LSB 180 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the Pax Domini, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace 
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–
24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
 



Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 
them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Left Column LSB 181 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given 
into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymn: 863 Our Father, by Whose Name 

 

 

 



 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002346 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Distribution Hymn: 596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 
    And give God thanks forever! 
It gives the power to uplift 
    In all that you endeavor. 
When nothing else revives your soul, 
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 
    And then in death completes you. 

 
6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 
As faithful Christians, live and do 
    Within your own vocation, 
Until that day when you possess 
His glorious robe of righteousness 
    Bestowed on you forever! 

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002346 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The Dismissal LSB 181 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank the Lord LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 



Benediction LSB 183 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 588 Jesus Loves Me sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude 
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Ascension Members 
 

It is important at this time that you keep your giving to Ascension current.  

If you have fallen behind, please consider making an attempt to get current 

within the next couple of months. 

                                                                 

Thank You  

Finance Committee                   
                                                                                                    

 

                                                                                                        

 
  

If you are not receiving church emails, please contact the church office to 

provide your updated email address. 

 

Thank You! 

Serving Us In Worship This Week, August 2, 2020 
Assistant:   Vicar Joe Lewis 

Acolyte:     Joshua Doakes   

Readers:    Bette Carpio   

Altar Guild: Wells Family, Kathy Sessums, Ernestine Bivins, Dianne McGill 

Ushers:      Darrell Dockery, Carl Wilhoit, Dan Fuldord, Jr.  

Ushers:     Vivian Licorish, Morris Hymes, Jr. 

Cindy Johnson Fund 

As you are aware, one of Ascension’s missions has been to provide financial support for 

Cindy Johnson’s college education in Liberia.   According to Cindy, the coronavirus was 

not widespread in Liberia.  However, schools were closed for a period of time.  Her 

school will reopen on August 3 and will continue until September 14 in order to complete 

the second semester of the 2019-2020 school year.  She can then register for the 

1st semester of  2020-2021, which begins September 14.  The total for the 1st semester is 

$825, which includes registration fees, tuition, and transportation.  Contributions to the 

Johnson Fund will be accepted now.  If you have any questions, you may contact Gloria 

Malachi. 

 Cindy is grateful for our support of her college education.  She asks for our prayers 

that God will grant her wisdom and understanding in seeking her education. 

 



 

We Have Space Available! 
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Divine Worship 

           Sunday at   9:00 am 

   Bible Group @  7:00 pm 

 

 

Holy Communion is 

celebrated in most services. 

 

 

Holy Baptism 
Arrangements for Baptism can be made 

with the Pastor. 
 
 

Weddings 
Weddings for active Ascension 

members are arranged with the Pastor. 
    

 

 

 Bible Study: 

 

Adult:  Meets online at 7:00pm for 

more information see website. 

 

Youth Group: Youth Bible Study 

meets online at 4:00 pm.  For 

information contact Dianne Yohe.  

  

 

 

Staff: 

Rev. Richard Cox                   Pastor 

Gwen Neal    Office Mgr. 

Ben Harris  Parish Musician 

 
Office open Mon-Fri., 8-4:30 

Closed Holidays. 
 

Send your email address to the 

Church Office at 

Ascenluth@aol.com. 



Serving Us In Worship August 2, 2020   

 

Sunday, August 2                                                                        8th  Sunday After Trinity 
   9:00 am  Divine Service  
   4:00 pm  Zoom at 4pm 
   6:00 pm  Sunday @ 6 
   7:00 pm  Bible Group  
 
Sunday, August 9                                                                         9th Sunday After Trinity                                                                                                                     
  9:00 am  Divine Service with Communion 
  4:00 pm  Zoom at 4pm 
  6:00 pm  Sunday @ 6 
  7:00 pm  Bible Group  
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Birthdays & Anniversaries This Week 

 

Majorie Nilsson   Monica Sims-Pinkney  

Omolayo Ojurongbe 

Harry & Kathy Sessums Calvin & Ginny Lee 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 

  
Serving Us In Worship August 9, 2020 

 

Assistant:  Mary Tipton 

Acolyte:     Leyla Pineda 

Altar Guild: Cheryl Townsend, Carolyn Plue, Mary Tipton, Bose Osho 

Readers:    Mike Walker   

Ushers:      Ronnie Townsend, Chris Bonner, Calvin Lee  



 

Ascension Shelter Dinner 
 

Thank you Ascension for y\our generous 

donations towards the Prince George’s 

House Men’s Shelter.  I spoke to one of 

the staff members and they were totally 

happy with their pizza dinner.  

 

Thanks again and God’s Blessings. 

Ade Ojurongbe.  
 

 

 

Saturday, August 15th : 
Memorial Service For 

Scott DellaGatta 
 

10:00 am Family will receive visitors 

11:00 am Memorial Service 

 

Repast To Follow 

 
OTHER NEWS & 

NOTES 

Looking For The Ascension 

Express? 

 

We’re making some changes.  The Ascension 

Express will no longer be distributed via mail.  

The schedules of Ushers, Servers, Assistants, 

Readers, Acolytes, and Counters for a three 

month cycle is located on Ascension’s 

website,  (Alutheranchurch.com), found under 

“more” and scroll down to “members”.  

 Please contact the church office to obtain the 

password to access this information 


